
St. Mark School is a Christ-centered learning environment that teaches Gospel values and fosters academic excellence. Aware of the dignity 
and uniqueness of all students, we are committed to the spiritual, intellectual, moral, social, and physical development of each child.

NEWSLETTER
Sharing the good news of our school community with treasured alumni and friends.

Dear Friends,
Welcome to our first 
quarterly newsletter! 
With this publication, 
we hope to share the 
good news of our 
school community 
and stay connected with alumni, 
families (past and present) and friends 
of St. Mark School.  
The pandemic has taught us many 
things: to enjoy every moment to its 
fullest, be grateful for what we have, 
and be humble and generous to 
others. We count the blessings of our 
rich school history and those we are 
experiencing today. 
Our re-opening plan and strict COVID 
protocols last year allowed students 
to successfully remain in school full-
time 5 days a week. We rearranged 
rooms, spaced desks 4 to 6 feet 
apart, kept students in cohorts, hired a 
professional day porter and a second 
cleaning night crew and purchased 
an electrostatic disinfectant mist 
machine. It took a village - but with the 
cooperation and enthusiasm of faculty, 
students and parents, we did it!  
Our efforts did not go unnoticed. We 
welcomed 51 new students last year 
and 79 this year! Our school family is 
growing and we are so blessed and 
grateful to our St. Mark community for 
their support. Thank you!   

Melissa Warner, Principal

Teamwork
The theme for the 2021-2022 
academic year is “Teamwork.” Each 
year we reflect upon our recent 
accomplishments and set goals for 
the new one. With so many new 
faces this year, faculty, staff and 
students, we acknowledge the 
importance of community building, 
collaboration and teamwork. We 
believe that teamwork is at the heart 
of achievement and success. It draws 
from everyone’s unique strengths, 
expertise and talents and keeps us 
united and stronger.

On November 6, we hope to 
showcase our “teamwork” to the 
community by participating as a 
team in the annual Vicki Soto 5K. 
Collectively, we will show our 
support of our hometown hero and 
fellow educator in the town race. 

Mrs. Miller’s Retirement 

We recently 
celebrated Mrs. 
Agnes Miller’s 
retirement from St. 
Mark School. Mrs. 
Miller dedicated 
an incredible 
thirty-five years 
to our school 
community and 
touched countless lives. In addition to 
teaching her students and sharing her 
faith with them, Mrs. Miller has been 
a friend and helpful co-worker. Even 
though she is retired from teaching 

full time, we 
are blessed to 
have her as a 
part-time math 
interventionist. 

We 
congratulate 
Mrs. Miller 
on a well 

deserved retirement. May God Bless 
her for all she has done for the St. 
Mark community.

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.” -Helen Keller
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St. Mark is Growing
Our current enrollment of 234 is an all-time high for St. Mark School! 

This year alone, we experienced an 18% increase from last year, with many classes wait-listed.

Pre-K exPansion

Our Little Lions Preschool is growing 
by leaps and bounds. We opened up 
a new classroom this year allowing 
PreK-3 and PreK-4 to each have their 
own space as we nearly doubled our 
enrollment; from 31 last year to 58 this year!

St. Mark Little Lions 
Preschool opened 
in 2008 under the 
direction of Julie 
Larracuente. Thirteen 
years later, Julie and 
her team continue 
to attract families 
searching for a 

warm, loving 
and nurturing 
environment 
for toddlers to 
learn through 
experimentation, 
exploration, and 
discovery.

Kindergarten exPansion 
To allow for the expansion of PreK, Kindergarten moved 
to the Innovation Zone (what many of you remember as 
the library). Since our COVID protocols kept our students 
“cohorted,” the makerspace could not be utilized as a 
shared area. Hence, innovation moved into classrooms and 
our Kindergarten class of 25 students moved into the lab. 

Recognizing the 
need for small 
group instruction 
and personalized 
learning, the K 
class actually 
stretches into 
the added 

room in the back 
trailer (what many 
of you remember 
as the computer 
room). Thanks to an 
anonymous donor, 
the back room was 
renovated this summer.

Social Emotional Learning
Recognizing the new challenges that the pandemic has brought, St. Mark School searched for ways to be proactive in 
support of our students’ emotional and mental health needs. Last year, we initiated a Social Emotional Learning (SEL) 
Program into the PreK – Grade 8 curriculum and hired a part-time school counselor. 

PreK Director Julie Larracuente thinks the program is a great addition to our Little Lions classroom. “The students get so 
excited when our SEL puppets, Jerome and Maria, come to visit. The puppets talk about their emotions and show us 
different ways to express our feelings to others. Our sessions always end with a fun, active game.”

During a recent lesson on Emotion Management, second graders learned that when they have strong feelings, it is hard to 
think clearly. However, if they focus their attention on clues which their body gives them about how they are feeling, they 
can help their brain get back in control. 

Fifth Grade Teacher Alyssa DiMaio feels her classroom culture has greatly improved 
from lessons in empathy and respect.

“Second Step,” the evidence-based interactive SEL curriculum, will broaden this year 
as we continue to foster a community built on compassion and kindness to all. 

Another program, Models in Christ, has evolved from Second Step. It teaches 
students the value of moral character and that the positive impact of their actions 
does not go unnoticed. Models in Christ recognizes students for demonstrating 
character traits based on the Catholic theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity. 



Year of Grant writing
St. Mark School was fortunate to be the recipient of many grants this past year. 

Thanks to the Emergency Assistance to Non-Public Schools (EANS), we received federal funding for:
• Educational technology to assist students, educators, and other staff with remote or hybrid learning,
• Supplies to sanitize, disinfect, and clean school facilities and personal protective equipment, and
• Support services to address learning loss.

The grant has allowed us to initiate a summer learning program and extend licenses on our on-line scholastic library 
and personalized learning assessments. By the end of the year, we hope to have 1:1 student to school-issued devices 
(chromebooks for grades 2-8 and iPads for K-1).

In addition to the EANS grant, St. Mark School was approved to receive foundation grants for:

Grant writing is never easy, but this year it proved more than worth th effort. St. Mark School has many more resources 
today for our faculty and students to enhance learning.

• Scholastic level reading library
• Annual fund matching grant incentive

• Social-emotional learning program
• Preschool expansion grant

Lobby Renovations
The Monsignor McMahon Parish Center lobby was 
recently renovated and looks better than ever! We know 
Msgr. is smiling down on the makeover with its fresh and 
inviting new look. 
Thanks to the 
generosity of an 
anonymous donor, 
the gray carpeting 
was removed and 
new flooring was 
installed. Additionally, 
the hallways and the 
PreK-3 classroom 
were painted. The new renovations, coupled with the new 
lighting in the school done last year with rebate incentives, 
has the school looking bigger and brighter. If you haven’t 
seen the recent changes, we invite you to come back for a 
tour and see for yourself.

New lockers
The rumors are  true - St. Mark middle schoolers have 
lockers! Aligned with our COVID safety protocols, lockers 
were installed in Grades 5-8 in an effort to keep classrooms 

more 
sanitary 
and 
backpacks 
off the 
floor. 
Students 
are loving 
them!

Lion’s pride
The hallways of St. Mark School 
are covered with Lion’s Pride 
signage designed to promote 
a positive school climate. The 
signs outline the qualities of an 
exemplary St. Mark student. Each 
grade has their own specifically-
designed poster in age-
appropriate language. Students 
that model LION Pride qualities 
get acknowledged daily as well 
as through the Models in Christ 
program. 

Grounds Makeover
Special thanks to members of our school and parish 
community for tidying up school grounds in time for back-
to-school. 
A memorial donation in honor of alumni parent JoAnn 
Fasanella was used to purchase the rubber mulch. The 
mulch is an ideal playground surface as it doesn’t attract 
harmful insects, significantly reduces weed growth, and 
provides excellent fall protection. A memorial stone with 
“A place 
of peace 
and play...
Remembering 
JoAnn Fasanella” 
was placed 
in the school 
playground.

A Whole New Look
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In loving memory
There was one smiling face missing from our 
joyous back-to-school reunion. Our dear 
colleague and friend, Leonard “Mr. Len” Mercurio, 
Parish and School Facilities Manager, had passed 
away just days earlier after a short illness. He was 
laid to rest on 9/11.  

Mr. Len was a valued member in the St. Mark 
Community for over ten years and he is greatly 
missed. Mr. Len was always willing to lend a hand, 
share a smile or give some much needed words of wisdom. His incredible 
generosity towards others will be remembered by the St. Mark School and 
Parish communities. 

A memorial for the school grounds is being planned in Len’s loving memory 
and will be announced in the spring. Please keep the Mercurio family in your 
prayers.

St. Mark School
500 Wigwam Lane
Stratford, CT 06614


